
Photographs by Skip Schiel from Palestine & Israel  
 

Your sensitivity to light and emotion is dramatic, the brilliant daylight 
framing the sad courageous eyes and brave determined expressions of 
our Gaza neighbors, as they face such a cruel, demented, and terrifying 
adversary. 
 
I think you are very brave too, and I thank you deeply for shining a true 
light on these barbaric crimes committed with America's complete 
support.  

—John Paulman 
 
You capture such powerful, symbolic moments in your work, that reach 
beyond the context they are in. I admire your brave tenacity and 
commitment to documentation of this struggle for justice. 

—Marjorie Wright, filmmaker and activist 
 

Skip Schiel photographs not only with his eyes but with his heart. 
—Fares Oda, former staff American Friends Service Committee, 

Ramallah, West Bank, Occupied Palestinian Territories 
 

 
 

Tuwani, West Bank, Occupied Palestine, Freedom Bus Tour, 2015 
 

With the support of many in his local and national Quaker community, since 2003 Skip Schiel has 
been traveling to Israel and Palestine to investigate and portray conditions and struggles. He has 
worked with a variety of organizations, both Israeli and Palestinian and joint organizations, 
volunteering to make photographs for them that he also can circulate as slide shows and print 
exhibitions. His hope is to open eyes and doors and windows, encouraging awareness and action. 
 
MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATIONS Slideshows, print exhibits, and a movie featuring photos, audio 
& thoughtful narration by Skip Schiel, updated from his most recent 3 month trip during spring 2015 
(* marks a new show or one with recent additional photography). 
 



 
 
SLIDE SHOWS 
 
* The Freedom Bus Ride thru the Palestinian West Bank  
A slideshow about Palestinians under occupation practicing exemplary strategic nonviolent resistance. 
The renowned Freedom Theater of Jenin West Bank organized a two week bus journey inspired by the 
Freedom Movement and Freedom Bus Rides in the United States, some 60 international and 
Palestinian riders, to explore some of the most attacked and resilient communities in the West Bank—
Bil’in, Tuwani, Nabi Salih, the Jordan Valley, and Jerusalem itself, known for their creative struggles 
against oppression. 
 
* Jerusalem Day: the Controversial March of Flags & its Context 
A slideshow about the annual celebration of Jerusalem's "reunification." 
In reality, Jerusalem is not unified, but in the eyes of many of its Palestinian residents it is occupied. 
Violence in this holy city has recently escalated. All governments refuse to locate their embassies 
there, but instead base in Tel Aviv. The march provocatively begins in Sheik Jarrah, a contested 
Palestinian neighborhood, marches thru the eastern, largely Palestinian sector of Jerusalem, thru the 
Damascus Gate, and into the Muslim Quarter to the Western Wall. I photographed and videoed the 
2015 march, trying to carefully depict both sides of the controversy. I lived in the Old City of 
Jerusalem to photograph Palestinian reality. 
 
Timeline: Palestine & Israel 
An inclusive history from the First Zionist Conference in 1897 to the present. 
 
Eyewitness Gaza  
A slideshow concentrating on my personal experiences and its political context in Gaza, five years 
after the devastating Israeli attacks of Operation Cast Lead.  
Youth, their conditions and struggles, child to young adult, is the main theme. I explore the lives of 
people still living in tents and in recently constructed rudimentary dwellings. They continue to suffer 
the ongoing Israeli siege and internal political violence, while being ignored by most of the 
international community. The American Friends Service Committee is a major segment, showing one 
way hope and resiliency are fostered. (I’ve published a book by the same title, available at 
www.blurb.com/bookstore/detail/2902195) 
 
* Tracing the Jordan River 
A slideshow exploring this historic and mythic river. 
From one of the headwaters of the Jordan, the Banias flowing from Mt Hermon in the Golan Heights, 
to where the much-abused river disappears before the Dead Sea in the West Bank of Palestine. With an 
examination of the Sea of Galilee, especially the region of the major share of Christ's ministry in and 
around Capernaum, the dying Dead Sea, well-watered Jericho, and the kibbutzim, Israeli settlements 
intended to reclaim land and define the contours of the forthcoming Israeli nation. A slice thru the 
topography, geology, hydrology, history, and politics of the region. 
 
Dismantling The Matrix of Control 
A slideshow examination, based on the brilliant analysis of Jeff Halper, of the mechanisms Israel uses 
to maintain the occupation:  
Checkpoints, separation or annexation wall/fence, permit system, roadblocks, Israeli-only roads, 
military court system, closed military zones, and closures and incursions. Plus how to end it. 
 
* The Hydropolitics of Palestine/Israel 
A slideshow about politics and hydraulics. 
Israel-Palestine has scant water resources, but now with the current strife water is a dramatic mirror of 
power relationships. Through an examination of water in various settings—small Palestinian villages 
& the Gaza strip—along with large cities shared by Israeli Jews & Arabs—Haifa & Jerusalem—I 
portray a very difficult to visualize topic. Updated with new photos from spring 2015. 



 
Bethlehem the Holy, the Struggle for an Ancient City  
Bethlehem is rapidly becoming Imprisoned Bethlehem. 
Surrounded on all sides by an 8-meter (23 foot) high concrete wall, with checkpoint access restricted, 
the Christians (the population shrinking from some 30% 40 years ago to 2%) and Muslims within 
Palestine can rarely leave or enter Bethlehem. Nearby Israeli settlements confiscate Palestinian lands 
while the local economy, heavily reliant on tourism, languishes under ghetto-like restrictions. I 
investigated this situation several times, most recently in spring 2015. 
 

Though unquestionably didactic, Skip Schiel’s images are also 
haunting glimpses of the perilous nature of life in Gaza. The 
photographs never feel invasive or forced; they simply capture 
moments of intimate truth between photographer and subject.  

—Sarah Correia (Fuse Visual Arts Review: “Gaza in Photographs:  
Up Close and Personal”—artsfuse.org/?p=26044)  

 
 

 
 

Freedom Bus Ride, Bil’in, West Bank, Occupied Palestine, 2015 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITS  
 
* Holy Water—The Jordan River, Sea of Galilee, & Dead Sea 
Ample in the upper Jordan, threatened in the Galilean Sea, shrunk to mostly wastewater in the Lower 
Jordan, and the Dead Sea rapidly dying, this photographic series intersects regional history, geology, 
hydropolitics, and the global climate crisis.  
 
Gaza is Home to One & One-half Million Human Beings: How Do They Live?  
Photos of possibilities: how people live, suffer, stay strong and determined—sumud, in Arabic, 
steadfast. 
 
The Living Waters of Israel-Palestine 
A print version of the Hydropolitics slide show. 
 
Female in Palestine  
Women and girls attempting to live normal, free lives in the occupied territories of Palestine. 
 



MOVIES 
 
* Gaza’s Israeli Neighbors 
A movie about courageous Israelis advocating for talks, not tanks, diplomacy, not war. 
Living within one mile of Gaza, these Israelis suffer the brunt of rocket and mortar attacks from Gaza, 
most recently infiltration as well. Yet some have formed an organization called Other Voice that calls 
for an intelligent and humane response to the violence and injustice in their neighborhood, in league 
with similarly minded Gazans. 
 
Eyewitness Gaza (movie) 
About current conditions and struggles in Gaza based on Schiel’s photography, directed by Tom 
Jackson of Joe Public Films. The context is the Arab Spring. More information at eyewitnessgaza.net. 
 
MORE ABOUT SKIP SCHIEL  
 
teeksaphoto.org/BioDataF/Bio-ParticPhotog.html 
teeksaphoto.org/  
skipschiel.wordpress.com 
  
TO BRING SKIP SCHIEL AND HIS PHOTOGRAPHS TO YOUR CHURCH, SCHOOL OR 
CIVIC GROUP/FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 
Contact: Skip Schiel, skipschiel@gmail.com, 617-441-7756, 9 Sacramento St, Cambridge MA 02138-
1843 
Hosting agreement: teeksaphoto.org/Pages/HostingAgreementSchiel2011-12.doc 
 

 
 

Nomika Zion, author of "War Diary from Sderot," written during 
 Operation Cast Lead in 2008-09, the predecessor to the 2014 war 

 
 

Skip Schiel has been documenting the Palestinian and Israeli reality through 
photographs and journal postings since 2003—work with a better feel for the 
detailed texture of life in Gaza and the West Bank than any appearing in US 
media. Schiel spends time where most journalists dare not tread, amidst ordinary 
Palestinians, sharing in the dangers and frustrations of their lives. 
 



His work has been invaluable for my own. As a writer for a Buddhist publication 
whose parents were victims of the Holocaust, I try to convey a view of the conflict 
that differs from the US media's, which obfuscates the injustices and sufferings 
inflicted on the Palestinians by Israel. Through his portraits of Palestinian men, 
women, and children striving to maintain ordinary routines despite harassment 
and attacks by Israel's military, Skip reveals to us the true face of Palestinians. 

—Annette Herskovits, former consulting editor, Turning Wheel,  
the Journal of the Buddhist Peace Fellowship 


